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Of particular note has been the development of topics such as the procedures for
warrants used to search and seize computers, the procedures for obtaining cell
phone location information, and the procedures for the compelled disclosure
of the content of electronic communications. In addition, as possession of
electronic devices has become the norm, courts have had the opportunity in a
large number of cases to address questions such as the application of the search
incident to arrest doctrine to electronic devices.
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This manual is intended as assistance, not authority. The research, analysis,
and conclusions herein reflect current thinking on difficult and dynamic areas
of the law; they do not represent the official position of the Department of
Justice or any other agency. This manual has no regulatory effect, confers no
rights or remedies, and does not have the force of law or a U.S. Department of

Justice directive. See United States v. Caceres, 440 U.S. 741 (1979).

Electronic copies of this document are available from the Computer
Crime and Intellectual Property Section’s website, www.cybercrime.gov. The
electronic version will be periodically updated, and prosecutors and agents are
advised to check the website’s version for the latest developments. Inquiries,
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comments, and corrections should be directed to Nathan Judish at (202) 514-
1026. Requests for paper copies or written correspondence may be honored
only when made by law enforcement officials or by public institutions. Such
requests should be sent to the following address:

Attn: Search and Seizure Manual

Computer Crime and Intellectual Property Section
10th & Constitution Ave., NW

John C. Keeney Bldg., Suite 600

Washington, DC 20530
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